minute 01 ^& check; for it was rather presumptuous in me, conversa- an entire stranger, to express  any doubt of the i" \                      tion justice of his animadversion upon his old acquaint-
ance and pupil.1 I now felt myself much mortified, and began to think, that the hope which I had long indulged of obtaining his acquaintance was blasted. And, in truth, had not my ardour been uncommonly strong, and my resolution uncommonly persevering, so rough 3 reception might have deterred me for ever from making any further attempts. Fortunately, however, I remained upon i                               the field not wholly discomfited; and was soon
1                            rewarded by hearing some of his conversation, of
|                            which I preserved the following short minute, with-
i                            out marking the questions and observations by which
| j                            it was produced.
I '                                "People (he remarked) may be taken in once,
* J     *                     who imagine that an authour is greater in private
1                           life- than other men.     Uncommon parts require
1                           uncommon opportunities for their exertion.
" jj                                " In barbarous society, superiority of parts is of
| j                           real consequence.    Great strength or great wisdom
t i'                           is of much value to an individual.    But in more
V
(f       '                         ' That this was a momentary sally against Garrick
there can be no doubt; for at Johnson's desire he had, some years before, given a benefit-night at his theatre to this very person, by which she had got two hundred pounds. Johnson, indeed, upon all other occasions, when I was in his company, praised the very liberal charity of Garrick. I once mentioned to him, "It is observed, Sir, that you attack Garrick yourself, but will suffer nobody else to do it." JOHNSON, (smiling) "Why, Sir, that is true."